In another time and context, Dorothy B. Nyswander (1967) called on health educators around the world to courageously commit their personal and professional resources to contribute to an open society " [where] justice is the same for everyone, dissent is taken seriously as an index of something wrong or something needed, diversity is respected . . . and poverty is a community disgrace" (p. 11). She argued that an open society is not "nostalgic for its past" but instead teaches people "to question, to doubt, to seek answers through data and reason" (p. 11). Acknowledging that it would not be easy, she called on each of us to question "the realities of the democracy in which we live" (p. 12) and the extent to which our personal and professional actions challenge or maintain the status quo.
The editorial leadership of Health Promotion Practice is proud to present two issues in September 2018: our regular issue, Volume 19, Issue 5, and a thematic supplement on community partnerships for food and fitness. Individually and together, the two issues demonstrate the processes, outcomes, and lessons learned from visionary and pragmatic health promotion scholarship and practice. Then and now, this is what Nyswander (1967) (2018) notes that "improving policies and systems to create equitable and healthy communities is challenging, complex, and essential" (p. 5S; emphasis in original). This rich and stimulating collection offers inspirational and practical guidance for health promotion across the social ecological spectrum but particularly policy, systems, and environmental change. We are proud to partner with the University of Michigan School of Public Health and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to make these articles permanently available through open access (http://journals.sagepub .com/toc/hppa/19/1_suppl).
> > tHe sePtember 2018 issue Of HPP
September's HPP (Volume 19, Issue 5; http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/hppa/19/5) is a rare "almost allarticles" issue, without our usual full complement of department contributions. This decision allowed us to bundle four distinct groups of scholarship that we wanted to present together in one issue: (1) frameworks for community-based health promotion; (2) HIV advocacy, prevention, and care; (3) engaging faithbased organizations for health promotion; and (4) reimagining what's possible: new partners and ways of working together. All departments will be back in November! As you read through this issue, you'll see the crosscutting nature of critical processes in contemporary health promotion practice: listening and establishing trust, building relationships, assessing capacity and readiness, aligning resources with initiatives, tailoring and scaling interventions, infusing advocacy throughout our work, evaluation that illuminates, and leadership for organizational, systems, and environmental 795152H PPXXX10.1177/1524839918795152Health Promotion Practiceroe / Commentary editorial2018 1 change. The authors go deep to understand context, such as the mixed-methods research on barriers and facilitators to condom use and HIV testing. They go broad to evaluate the outcomes and impact of a harm reduction coalition. They look back for changes over time, such as the cross-sectional assessment of the quality of relationships between needle-and-syringe exchange programs and local police. They look forward, to develop client-centered care or assess a community's readiness to respond to opioid overdose. The work takes place in Canada, Denmark, Guatemala, and the United States and addresses health issues including cancer control and prevention, healthy eating, childhood and adolescent obesity, stigma, opioid overdose, viral hepatitis, and HIV/AIDS. As always, we hope you draw ideas and inspiration from their efforts and insights.
> > tHen anD nOw
Dorothy Nyswander gave her Open Society address in 1966. The pressing health issues she noted were malaria and tuberculosis control, water pollution, and vaccination assistance. She spoke of human rights, the meaning of freedom, and emerging challenges to unyielding power. She warned of the dangerous slide she had seen in public health, which she observed "often has the face of conservativism, not imaginative risk-taking" (Nyswander, 1967, p. 4) . But she also had abiding faith in what we could do about it:
We are dreamers and our dreams have to do with the basic purposes of an open society . . . We are activists, we are empirically oriented. We know that there are untried avenues to the solution of problems and we are not afraid to experiment. (p. 13)
Over half a century later, the articles in this issue and the Food and Fitness Supplement reflect Nyswander's (1967) conviction that the challenges remain, the stakes are high, and our choices matter.
